Minutes of the Business Meeting of 

The Society for the Study of Christian Spirituality

Saturday, October 30, 2010

10:30-11:30 a.m.

Marriott Marquis, International C, Atlanta, Georgia
Please send corrections to ahouck@saintmarys.edu.
The meeting convened at 10:30.
1.  Steven Chase, President, introduced the new President, Janet Ruffing, and inaugurated her presidency with the ringing of the gong. 

2.  Approval of the Minutes of 2009 Meeting: Anita Houck, Secretary/Treasurer, asked for corrections to the minutes. The minutes were approved pending any corrections sent to Anita in the future.

3.  Report of the Editor of Spiritus. Janet thanked Doug Burton-Christie, Editor, as the journal celebrated its 10th anniversary; she looked forward to further acknowledgment next year.

a.  Thanks to Matt Ashley, outgoing Book Review Editor. We look forward to thanking Matt more fully next year when he can be with us.

b.  Lisa Hess, new Book Review Editor, was welcomed with applause. Lisa is already putting her energy and imagination to work.

c.  At its meeting this morning, the Editorial Board discussed a report reflecting on the journal at the ten-year mark; the report was facilitated by Steven Chase with contributions from Wendy Wright, Don Saliers, and Belden Lane. Steven will produce a version of the report to be disseminated to the membership. Future efforts include reconfiguring the Board, making the journal more representative of our membership and its interests, and putting into place structures for more effective communication between the Board and the Editor. 
d.  Doug invited members to submit work to the journal and to recommend to Lisa books for review. The tenth anniversary issue will be coming soon, including nine meditations on the journal and a series of essays on Ignatian spirituality. Doug was thanked with applause.

e.  Janet reported that Doug has committed himself to another five-year term. Applause ensued. 

4.  Report of the Nominations Committee. The Committee this year included Doug Hardy and Tim Muldoon. Janet announced that the Committee proposed the following candidates:
a.  Vice President/President-elect: Ann Astell (2010-2011). Her biography was reviewed and her nomination affirmed with “aye” and applause.

b.  Two members to serve three-year terms on the Governing Board:

i) Bo Karen Lee (2010-2013). Her biography was reviewed and her election affirmed with “aye” and applause.

ii) John Swinton (2010-2013). John is a representative from the international community, and Janet thanked Bernadette Flanagan and Michael O’Sullivan for bringing him to our attention. He is on a research leave and unable to attend this year but will attend in future years. His biography was reviewed and his election affirmed in absentia with “aye” and applause.

c.  One member to serve on the Nominations Committee: Mary Rose Bumpus (2010-2013). Her biography was reviewed and her election affirmed in absentia with “aye” and applause. 

d.  Thanks to Steven Chase, who now assumes the post of Past President; Arthur Holder, who just completed his term as Past President and was thanked for his leadership as well as his scholarship, particularly editing the Blackwell Companion; Fred Schmidt and Eileen Flanagan, who will be rotating off the Governing Board; and Tim Muldoon, who will be rotating off the Nominations Committee. (Continuing members of the Board are Bernard McGinn and Lisa Dahill [2008-2011] and Tom Schwanda and Paula Barker [2009-2012]. Doug Hardy continues to serve on the Nominations Committee [2009-2012].)

5.  Report of the Secretary/Treasurer. Anita presented the Treasurer’s report, distributed with the agenda, showing that we still have a solid cushion for excellent programming.
6.  Report of the Christian Spirituality Group. Elizabeth Liebert, Co-Chair, invited the membership to attend our three sessions this year, drawing the attention of historians in particular to our second session. Beth announced that she will not be able to continue for a second term, so the Society will need to seek nominations for a new co-chair. The new co-chair should be a woman, and we would be delighted to invite someone from an underrepresented group. A list of nominations is being generated. Tim Hessel-Robinson is beginning his second term as co-chair.

7.  Discussion of possible topics for the 2011 meeting in San Francisco including workshops and experiential sessions. Beth and Tim asked for suggestions from those present:
a.  The Society will again offer a pedagogical and an experiential session.
b.  Suggestions for sessions of the Christian Spirituality Group, with possible collaborations: 

i) Joining Latino Culture and Society group on immigration and spirituality
ii) Revisiting careful theoretical work, perhaps in conjunction with the anniversaries of the Society and journal (invited panel or open call?)
iii) In connection with San Francisco: GLBTIQ or queer spirituality. Bullying has put this in the news; it remains a third rail for many Christian denominations, and spirituality may be the peripheral discipline that can jump over that rail.
iv) In San Francisco: Nature (Muir, Yosemite), perhaps with AAR groups oriented to nature
v) Asian/Pacific Rim connections; birth of Shaktananda?
vi) Perhaps for future years: collaboration with Cognitive Neuroscience Group

vii) Growing lack of interest in religious communities and institutions; borderless spirituality
viii)  Visiting the labyrinth and Grace Cathedral, as ten years ago
ix) John Swinton’s expertise on disabilities
x) Following up Arthur’s questions on spiritual classics, particularly those out of the norm
xi) Adding another day to what we’re doing?
xii) Splintering of America, e.g., in the Catholic Church with the new translation of the Roman Missal
xiii)  25th anniversary of death of Michel de Certeau, who was crucial in developing spirituality as an academic field not only in attending to mysticism but also, in early essays, writing on methodology and connections with social sciences; perhaps could be one aspect of a panel.
xiv)  Spirituality and health care: SDI met in San Francisco last year; their consideration of spirituality and health care made many connections with the local community that could be built on.
xv) In San Francisco: “we didn’t cross the border, the border crossed us”: minority and majority in country and academy, the browning of US/American spirituality and what it will mean as the US becomes another Latin American country
xvi)  Historical spirituality of mission system, Junipero Serra
c.  Janet invited those present to continue the discussion at the Christian Spirituality Group Business Meeting this afternoon.

8.  Report of the Promotions Committee. Jonas Barciauskas, Chair of the Promotions Committee and Web Editor, announced that the Committee will be meeting this afternoon to consider these potential activities and others discusssed in the past:
a.  The Committee has noted the decline in membership numbers; thanks to Steven’s suggestion, it will start focusing on graduate students who are in programs that deal with spirituality or who are considering spirituality as part of their scholarship. The membership will receive a request for information about such programs, and the Committee will contact chairs of those programs so students can be invited to events and membership.

b.  The Committee is also spreading word that the Society supports scholars at every point in their careers and is generating a list of journals that might have an interest in our events.
c.  The Committee is also working with Anita to spruce up and organize our website, an ongoing project. Members were encouraged to send notices of programs and publications; the more helpful information we can post, the more people will turn to the site.

d.  Doug Hardy asked whether we could we take advantage of what happens at AAR, in particular the half a dozen other sessions that use the word “spirituality” or deal with this territory; how could we connect with others doing this work? Promotional literature could be helpful as well.

e.  SSCS Members are invited to be part of the Committee; current Committee members have been on since inception, and people with new ideas—even one idea that could be presented at the meeting or shared electronically—are very welcome. Jonas as a librarian is thinking about the future of scholarly communication. Doug encouraged moving toward a more interactive media such as social networking; some organizations have Facebook pages. 

f.  After yesterday’s afternoon session, Barbara Anne Keely received inquiries about sharing syllabi and continuing the conversation about spiritual formation. Publications from the SSCS still tend to focus on classics, and some members focus instead on fast-moving areas of research that could benefit from a place to share information.

g.  Michael noted that, to enhance international connections, the SSCS could be connected to publications of other societies, like the recent Sources of Transformation: Revitalizing Christian Spirituality. Electronic communication remains very important in connecting to international scholars, including in South Africa, India, and Australia.
h.  Jonas invited all interested to the Committee’s meeting in the Auburn Room at 2:00, and Janet encouraged members to participate.

9.  Report on the Emerging Scholars Group. Tim Hessel-Robinson, Coordinator, explained that the group is a forum for graduate students, recent graduates, and pre-tenure faculty, to provide networking, reassurance, and guidance in entering the field. He invited those interested to lunch at Truva; a subsidy is provided for emerging scholars. Frank McAloon, who has recently emerged, will speak about navigating one’s early years in the field.
10.  Report of items under consideration by the Governing Board

a.  Janet recalled that the SSCS began with a meeting convened by Brad Hanson in San Francisco in 1992; a fair number of people in that room are in the room today. The 20th anniversary of asking “should we do this?” is 2012, but the Governing Board needs to decide when to celebrate the anniversary.

b.  In the coming year, we will work toward becoming a non-profit organization.

11.  Suggestions of items for further discussion by the Governing Board: Janet  noted that the Board will meet from 12:45-2:45 this afternoon; members are invited to bring forward issues for that discussion.

12.  Adjournment at exactly 11:30.

Attendance: 54
Thanks to Thom Parrott-Sheffer for identifying template victimization and correcting the minutes.
Respectfully submitted,

Anita Houck, Secretary/Treasurer
Minutes of the Governing Board Meeting of

The Society for the Study of Christian Spirituality

Sunday, October 31, 2010

12:45-2:45

Marriott Marquis, L403, Atlanta, Georgia
Present: Ann Astell, Jonas Barciauskas, Paula Barker, Steven Chase, Doug Burton-Christie, Eileen Flanagan, Tim Hessel-Robinson, Arthur Holder, Anita Houck, Bo Karen Lee, Elizabeth Liebert, Bernie McGinn, Janet Ruffing, Tom Schwanda

Absent: Lisa Dahill, Frederick Schmidt, John Swinton

The meeting opened with prayer at 12:50.

1.  Janet welcomed new members Bo Karen Lee and (in absentia) John Swinton.
2.  Janet thanked members rotating off: Fred Schmidt (in absentia) and Eileen Flanagan; new Past-President Steven Chase; and Past-Past-President Arthur Holder.
3.  Promotions Committee Report
i) Jonas reported that the Committee met yesterday; Margaret Benefiel, Michael O’Sullivan, Philip Sheldrake, and Jonas reviewed their past discussions, receiving a draft annual report that was revised during the meeting. Jonas will share that report, as well as minutes from the meeting, with us electronically. The Committee is using a collaborative website, Wikio, to share documents.

ii) Nine updates on publications have been received. 

iii) Steven suggested strategies for recruiting more graduate students, e.g., compiling a table of contacts at programs with graduate students interested in spirituality. The Promotions Committee and Board could collaborate on this document.

iv) Other publications could be used to advertise SSCS events.

b.  Discussion of technological resources: Wikio could be used to share documents among the Board and its committees. Facebook could also be used, with a link from our webpage. Margaret, with help from Bernadette Flanagan (who hosts a Facebook page on new monasticism), could explore the possibility of using Facebook; it includes a discussion tool. Arthur noted that Facebook can act as a recruitment site; anyone who searched Christian spirituality could join. Bo noted that Yahoo groups might work better for sharing documents; Facebook can include links to documents posted on the web but doesn’t allow everyone to post. Yahoo groups would serve well those who know they want documents. Eileen said these efforts could serve the international community, but we need to be careful of what could be posted, as with the website. The Board decided to approve a Facebook page. Young presenters should be invited. We can send sample articles with promotions initiative to potential subscribers. The listserv could offer the option to link to a Wikio or Yahoo group (both need invitation), but not all our members are on the listserv. Paula noted that people were interested in the program and recording of Friday evening’s session; Dr. Abbington has consented to let us post the DVD or clips. The website would be the best place for this; materials from past annual meetings could be posted, preferably in the Members Only section.

Action: Jonas will work with Margaret and Bernadette to see if they’d be willing to host a Facebook account; they’ll get back to Anita with a timeline (e.g., January 1) for a site to be established and linked to on the website.

c.  Members should be posting notices of their articles as well as books; some articles may already be available on the authors’ websites. The conversation warms Jonas’s academic librarian’s heart: open access can concern authors, but it can work well, and many publishers allow authors to post articles so that full texts can be accessible online. Depending on volume, this access could be more than he can handle alone, but he believes this is the direction scholarship should go. Alternatively, the site could simply provide publication information. Ann mentioned that the Colloquium on Violence and Religion has an exemplary website; it shows the range of work the group does, whereas someone might attend one of our sessions and not get a sense of the scope of our members’ research.
d.  A new program on spirituality in Bangalore could have a post on our website.

e.  The Board discussed the need to review the website and develop a job description for the Web Editor position.
4.  Review of SSCS meetings: 85 attended Friday afternoon; 92 at night; 54 for the address and business meeting
5.  Application for non-profit status: Anita reviewed the history of the search for tax-exempt status: the credit union that hosts our accounts has changed its definitions of business accounts and requires us to have better documentation about the nature of the Society; we’ve been working with them for some months, and it seems that having 501(c)3 status will be the best way to move forward. Janet noted that Yale has a legal clinic that trains lawyers to work with non-profit groups, including in applying for non-profit status; we’re about 16th on a waiting list for their services, but with 30 students entering the clinic in the spring semester, the Director, Professor Simon, has said the Clinic would take our case. In the past, groups have applied for non-profit status and written a note of apology for not having sought this status earlier. At first we had no journal and just covered meeting expenses as a related scholarly organization of the AAR; we couldn’t find a group to cover us with their status. However, the government has started to require reporting on even small organizations. JHUP has been not been reporting our dues. Stipends over $600 will need to be filed with withholding. About 40 hours will be required to work through our case, with work probably beginning in February; then 4-6 months will be needed once the paperwork is completed. Dr. Simon is retired but will continue to consult with those working on the case. He has promised to keep us all out of jail. Janet requested approval to apply for non-profit status; all approved. Electronic balloting will be used if further votes are needed. Different states have different requirements; once we draw up the papers, we’ll need to review our Constitution and Policies and Procedures. Janet reported to the members on the upcoming change because they will need to approve a new Constitution; by next year we should be a legal non-profit and able to bring the new documents to the membership. Some groups have a stable set of officers and just rotate another set of officers. Janet will need the Board to be actively involved in electronic discussion.

a.  Appointment of new Christian Spirituality Group Convener: A new section leader will need to begin working with Tim but cannot be listed as co-chair until voted in at the next meeting. However, the new person could be part of the Steering Committee and have access to the documents. The Board discussed possible members of the Committee.
 Action: Beth and Tim will follow up on the candidates.
6.  The Board expressed its good wishes for Lisa Dahill; her presence was missed. 

7.  Review of Spiritus
a.  At the meeting of the Editorial Board, Doug led a discussion of the report and responses to it. Overarching points were the suggestion to focus on practice and practical aspects of Christian spirituality; a need for a transition person; the need for an associate editor to help implement many recommendations (as impressive as Doug is); the need for greater involvement of the Editorial Board, which may be reconfigured to give specific responsibilities to members and assess their contributions; and bridging between the journal and the Society and Governing Board to keep the journal serving the members’ needs. Janet noted that during David Perrin’s presidency, the Policies and Procedures were designed and a five-year term was designated for the editor. Steven’s review was instituted as part of a process preceding the editor’s end of term. The review was very well done.

b.  Bernie noted the transition every five years as well as the makeup and function of the Board; the Board could function in many other ways. Members should understand their roles and how they should forward the work of the journal. Pursuing conversation with different areas (e.g., practical theology) and ways to serve the Society were also discussed. Doug reported that Sandra observed that the first generation of people who defined the field is still with us, while younger members are becoming involved. The review committee was very helpful and will continue as a subcommittee to consider the way forward in serving the Society. Some possibilities:
i) Retire advisory editors.

ii) Invite some younger members onto the Board to increase diversity.

iii) Consider an emeritus category.

iv) Identify an associate or co-editor.

Steven was unanimously approved as the link between the Editorial and Governing Boards during the review of the Editorial Board. The Governing Board does have an interest in the journal as the publication of the Society. Joanne Wolski Conn and Lisa Hess have also agreed to serve on a committee.
c.  The Policies and Procedures document lays out a detailed process for review of the Board and appointment or reappointment of members. This document will also need to be revised.

d.  Doug was thanked for his work and creativity.

8.  Christian Spirituality Group Sessions for 2011 in San Francisco

a.  Beth and Tim noted that proposals have to be read and ranked in the first three weeks of March; we receive about thirty proposals of 1,000 words each. The section co-chairs then arrange the proposals into sections. Tom, Bo, Ann, Paula, and the new co-chair will serve as readers.  

b.  Session topics and possible collaborations

i) Latino Religion Culture and Society: using the language of the “browning of US spirituality” (suggested by Gilberto Cavazos-Gonzáles) to investigate the notions of majority and minority

ii) Practical Theology Group: We share interests but haven’t been able to frame a joint proposal.

iii) GLBTQ
iv) Twenty years: Breaking new ground in methodology; colonial and postcolonial spiritual expressions in California; building on Arthur’s Presidential Address on broadening the canon (poets, novelists, musicians); borderless spirituality

v) Mediterranean focus for AAR

vi) Evelyn Underhill: Saint Mary’s College contacted Bernie for names for a conference on Underhill. Our session would need to be a bit broader, e.g., the study of mysticism since Underhill; it could perhaps coordinate with Breaking New Ground. The topic would need to be more distinctively located in spirituality (e.g., not just mysticism); Underhill’s interests in spirituality were very broad.
vii) DeCerteau anniversary

viii)  Past sessions on being spiritual not but religious, and both spiritual and religious, gathered much interest and large audiences. 
ix) A Bangalore conference will be focus on mysticism beyond borders.

9.  Discussion of SSCS Sessions for 2011
a.  Ideas and appointment of planning committee for teaching session: Janet will follow up on the session on spiritual formation. 
b.  Ideas and appointment of planning committee for experiential session: Co-pastor Donald Shell at Gregory of Nyssa would be willing to host us for an evening. An Episcopal church started by graduates of General Seminary who were co-chaplains at Yale, St. Gregory has developed an Episcopal service with an Eastern feel, deep collegiality, and profound attention to social justice. Arthur will collaborate with Janet. Donald recommended renting a bus, but the Polk St. bus could be also used.

10.  Timing for SSCS Board meeting in 2011: The Sunday afternoon slot is appreciated.
11.  The 20th anniversary celebration of the Society: The Society first met in San Francisco in 1992, so the anniversary will be celebrated in 2012; we could convene a panel on method.

12.  The Board will reconvene for dinner at 6:45 at the concierge desk of the Marriott Marquis. Anita’s cell phone number is 708-310-0503.

The meeting adjourned at 2:45.
Respectfully submitted, 

Anita Houck, Secretary/Treasurer
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