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Education

Ph.D.,  Religious Studies


University of Chicago Divinity School






2000

Concentration in Religion and Literature.  Dissertation: “If God is God: Laughter and the Divine in Ancient Greek and Modern Christian Literature”

M.A., Religious Studies


University of Chicago Divinity School






2000


Ed.M., Teaching and Curriculum






Harvard Graduate School of Education





1988

B.A., Religion


Wesleyan University (Middletown, Connecticut)




1983

Professional Experience

Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame, Indiana

· Associate Professor of Religious Studies





2006 - present

· Chair, Department of Religious Studies





2009 -  present

· Director, Writing Proficiency Program





2010 - present

· Co-Director, Writing Proficiency Program





2008 - present

· Assistant Professor of Religious Studies





2000 - 2006

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish (Chicago, Illinois)


· Pastoral Associate








1998 - 1999

· Director of Religious Education






1997 - 1999

· Coordinator of RCIA


1996 - 1997

· Assistant to the Director of Religious Education




1993 - 1995
Archdiocese of Chicago


Instructor for Catechist Formation






1997 - 1999

Calumet College of St. Joseph (Hammond, Indiana


Instructor in Theology (summer term)





1996

University of Chicago

· Admissions Counselor







1994 - 1997

· Teaching Assistant, Humanities Core Program


1995

· Lector, Writing Programs (Little Red Schoolhouse)




1991


St. Xavier University (Chicago, Illinois)

Instructor in Theology (summer term)





1993

Newton North High School (Newton, Massachusetts)


Teacher of English








1988 - 1989

St. Catherine’s School (Richmond, Virginia)


Teacher of English and Religion, dormitory supervisor



1984 - 1987

Presentations

Conference Papers

· “Speaking through the Impasse: A Bakhtinian Way into Spirituality,” Catholic Theological Society of America, Halifax, Nova Scotia, 5 June 2009

· “Being Single: Vocation, Sacrament, and the New Majority.” Catholic Theological Society of America, Miami, Florida, 5 June 2008

· “Beyond the Default Vocation: The Spirituality of Single Life.” College Theology Society, Newport, Rhode Island, 31 May 2008

· “Public Life in Faith: The Domestic Church in the World of Singles.” College Theology Society, Dayton, Ohio, 15 May 2007

· “The World Reinvented: Vocation in Spirituality and Literature.” College Theology Society, Denver Colorado, 2 June 2006

· “Reading Voices: A Bakhtinian Model for Literature, Spirituality, and Vocation.” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 21 November 2005

· “But Does it Work in Theory?: Humor as a Pedagogical Practice.” College Theology Society, Mobile, Alabama, 4 June 2005
· “But Did Jesus Laugh?: Humor in the Religious Studies Classroom.” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, San Antonio, Texas, 21 November 2004

· “Representations and Practices of Spirituality.” Panel respondent, Challenges in a Changing Intercultural Environment: Annual Conference of the Organization for the Study of Communication, Language, and Gender, Notre Dame, Indiana, 17 October 2004

· “The Ambiguous Laughter of Reconciliation: Twain’s Sexton, MacLeish’s Job, and Sexton’s Poker-Playing God.” Names and the Unnameable: Literary Art and Spiritual Vision, The Conference on Christianity and Literature Midwest Regional Meeting, Notre Dame, Indiana, 18 September 2004

· “Comic Theodicies: Laughter and Divine Responsibility in Modern Literature.” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Atlanta, Georgia, 23 November 2003

· “Grinning at God: The Ethics of Laughter in American Literature.” Ethics and Responsibility: Theology, Literature and Film, Annual Conference of the International Society for Religion, Literature and Culture, York, England, 14 September 2003

· “Toward a Spirituality of Single Life.” College Theology Society, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 31 May 2003

· “Did Jesus Laugh?” College Theology Society, New York, New York, 2 June 2002

· “Spirituality and Pedagogy: Faith and Reason in the Age of Assessment.” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Denver, Colorado, 18 November 2002

· Anne Clifford’s Introducing Feminist Theology, Panelist. College Theology Society, Portland, Oregon, 2 June 2001

· “The Task of Cutting: Laughter in Christian Theology,” Philosophy and Theology section; “Cicero’s Warning: An Ethical Understanding of Laughter,” Ethics section; “‘An Inferior Dynasty of Heaven’: Literary Laughter and the Religious Imagination,” Arts, Literature, and Religion section. Midwest Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Chicago, Illinois, 31 March 2001

· “Huck Finn in Heaven, Don Juan in Hell: Imagining Paradise Undesired.” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Orlando, Florida, November 23, 1998

· “Laughter, Suffering, and the Happy Ending: A Spirituality of Comedy.” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, San Francisco, California, November 23, 1997

Selected Invited Presentations
· “Truth in Jest: The Place of Laughter in Spirituality.” Theology Institute, Villanova University, Villanova, Pennsylvania, 20 October 2011

· Moreau Lectures: “The Fourth Vocation: A Spirituality of Single Life” and “What the Church Can Learn from Single Adults.” King’s College, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, 19 October 2011
· “Assessment in Spirituality Courses.” Workshop presentation in “Teaching Spirituality as an Academic Discipline,” University of San Diego, 23 October 2010

· “Beyond the Default Vocation: Making Sense of Single Life.” Lewis University, Romeoville, IL, 11 February 2010
· “Did Jesus Laugh? What Humor Has to Do with Spirituality.” Center for Spirituality Spring Endowed Lecture Series, Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame, Indiana, 25 March 2009

· Shared Roots Lecture: “When You Pray. . . Does Prayer Affect God? Does Prayer Affect You?” Iona College, New Rochelle, New York, 1 December 2008

· “The Unbearable Lightness of Being: Celebrating Spirituality, Humor, and Creativity.” Retreat leader, Women of Elizabeth Weekend Retreat, Sacred Heart Retreat House, Sedalia, Colorado, 9-11 February 2007

Publications
· “You Are Here: Engagement, Spirituality, and Slow Teaching,” in Becoming Beholders: Cultivating Sacramental Imagination and Actions in College Classrooms (forthcoming)
· “Truth in Jest: The Place of Laughter in Spirituality,” Proceedings of the Theology Institute, Villanova University (forthcoming)

· “Single in the Church,” Human Development 28:4 (Winter 2007): 7-16
· “Hospitality and Courage,” Teaching Theology and Religion 10:3 (Summer 2007): 181-82

· “The Ambiguous Laughter of Reconciliation: Comic Theodicy in Modern Literature,” Religion and Literature 39:1 (Spring 2007): 47-78
· “Spirituality and Pedagogy: Faith and Reason in the Age of Assessment,” Spiritus: A Journal of Christian Spirituality 2, no. 1 (Spring 2002): 50-63

· “Laughter, Suffering, and the Happy Ending: A Spirituality of Comedy,” Christian Spirituality Bulletin: Journal of the Society for the Study of Christian Spirituality 6, no. 2 (Fall 1998): 8-13

· “St. Anthony of Padua,” in Patrons and Protectors: In Times of Need (Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 2003)

· Review of Jacqueline Bussie, The Laughter of the Oppressed: Ethical and Theological Resistance in Wiesel, Morrison, and Endo, Religion and Literature Volume 40.2 (Summer 2008)

· Review of Ignacio L Götz, Faith, Humor, and Paradox. The Journal of Religion 86, no. 1 (January 2006)

· Review of Francesca Aran Murphy, The Comedy of Revelation: Paradise Lost and Regained in Biblical Narrative. The Journal of Religion 83, no. 4 (October 2003), 691-92

· Review of Denis Donoghue, Adam’s Curse: Reflections on Religion and Literature. The Journal of Religion 83, no. 1 (January 2003): 170-71

· Review of Francesca Aran Murphy, Christ the Form of Beauty: A Study in Theology and Literature. Anglican Theological Review 80, no. 1 (Winter 1998): 126

· Review of M. Conrad Hyers, The Spirituality of Comedy: Comic Heroism in a Tragic World. The Journal of Religion 77, no. 4 (October 1997): 676-77

· Review of Karl-Josef Kuschel, Laughter: A Theological Reflection. The Journal of Religion 75, no. 4 (October 1995): 589-91

Honors, Fellowships, and Grants

External Grants and Fellowships

· Collegium, June 2008

· Louisville Institute Christian Faith and Life Grant.  Project: “Toward a Theology of Single Life.”  January 2007 - May 2008.  Project budget: $31,055

· Engaged Scholars Fellowship, Project Team for Congregational Studies and Lilly Endowment. Project: “Rootless and Restless?: Envisioning Single Life in Contemporary Congregations.” June 2005 - December 2006. Project budget: $18,000 plus meeting expenses

· Wabash Center for Teaching and Learning in Theology and Religion Workshop for Undergraduate Religion Faculty. 2003-2004. Summer Grant, 2004. Project budget: $7,000

Internal Grants

Center for Women’s InterCultural Leadership, Saint Mary’s College: 

· Project: “A Passage to India and Nepal,” 26 February - 9 March 2008

· Faculty Study Trip: Women’s Development in Sri Lanka, 16 May - 2 June 2004

· Faculty Study Trip: Development in Honduras, 5 - 9 January 2004

Center for Academic Innovation, Saint Mary’s College:

· COSTAR (Collaborative Study and Research) Grant, Summer 2010.  Project: “Single in the Church: Theological and Gender-Studies Approaches to Single Adults’ Congregational Practice and Spirituality,” with Susan Alexander, Women’s Studies/Sociology
· SISTAR (Student Independent Study and Research) Grant, Summer 2007.  Project: “A Vision of the Church,” with Kimberly A. Abeel ’08

· Teaching Grants: Summer 2001 (Heaven and Hell), Summer 2002 (Religion and Irreverence)

Honors

Maria Pieta Award for Excellence in Teaching, Saint Mary’s College, 2004

New Voices Seminar, Saint Mary’s College Center for Spirituality, 2004 - present

University of Chicago Divinity School Alumni/ae Council, 2002 - 2006

Erasmus Institute, University of Notre Dame:

· Dissertation Fellowship, 1999-2000

· Summer Seminar in Literature, 1999

Collegium Graduate Fellowship, 1996

Century Fellowship, University of Chicago, 1989-1993; Distinction awarded on doctoral examinations

Professional Service and Memberships

Society for the Study of Christian Spirituality

· Secretary/Treasurer, 2002 - present

· Initiated Emerging Scholars, a group for graduate students, recent graduates, and pre-tenure faculty

College Theology Society

· Vice President, 2010 - present

· Convener of Spirituality Section, 2008 - 2011

· Nominations Committee, 2006 - 2007

Catholic Theological Society of America

American Academy of Religion
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